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Washington DC

February 13, 1986

GRAMM-RUDMAN BUDGET CUTS ELIMINATE LBJ INTERN PROGRAM. The enormously popular Lyndon
Baines Johnson Internship Program for college and university students who wish to
work and learn in our nation's Congress is being swept to the side of the career road.
This is Gramm-Rudman-Hollings in action, and it is a shame that a program intended
to foster career development and

tra~ning

in public administration and service should

end so abruptly.
The Clerk of the US House, our officer in charge of U S House of Representatives'
financial affairs, wrote me to advise of the elimination of the LBJ Intern Program
because of the need to pare back money outlays.

The college/university students

(and teachers specializing in public affairs) had received a payroll allowance for
their time spent in Washington Congressional offices.
This was a highly successful work program that your Congressman utilized frequentiy.

For the Member of Congress it was an opportunity to have an additional hand

or two in the Washington office to work and join the regular staff in its work on
behalf of the r'1ember of Congress.

For young adults wanting to pursue a

career in public service, it represented first-hand experience that they could not receive in school.

But now it has been suspended--and it will be sorely missed by

those students who were hoping to spend a few weeks in Washington and the workaday
world of' public service.
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TEXAS STUDENT LOANS IN GOOD SHAPE. The outlook for financial health in the Texas
guaranteed student loan portfolio is good--and this reassuring note comes to me
from the Executive Director of the Texas Guaranteed Student Loan Corporation in
Aus tin.
In its 1985 annual report, the Corporation notes that over $12 million in
guaranteed loan monies went out to 3,388 South Texas college/university students.
These loans came from about 49 private financial institutions and are guaranteed
for repayment by the TGSLC under authority of the Texas Legislature which set up
the Corporation in 1980 (five post-secondary educational institutions in our area
also made loans to students and received guarantees from TGSLC).
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The US Department of Education also backs-up the TGSLC with a promise to reinsure the Corporation in case of unusual default on loan repayments. But the 0 utlook
is quite good in Texas. An official of the Corporation told me the default stat istics are lower in Texas than many other parts of the nation, and the overall fin ancial situation of the TGSLC is very sound and healthy.
Our friend, Homero Avila (who is the Vice President at the First National Bank
in Weslaco) is a member of the Board of Directors of the TGSLC.
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VISITS TO McALLEN, ZAPATA AND FLORESVILLE. Your Congressman was in McAllen by way
of an invitation to address a meeting of the South Texas members of the National
Association of Retired Federal Employees. It was a pleasure to .address the South
Texas wing of this association. Many long time friends, retired from federal
service, were at the meeting and it was great to see them again.
We visited Zapata where I was asked to speak at the dedication of land for the
Zapata airfield. The land, about 80 acres, was most generously donated by
Mrs Diamantina Ramirez of za~ta--and it was my pleasure entirelY to acknowledge
publicly her philanthropy.
is was a great boost to Zapata and those in the
area who need an airfield fot.commercial
efforts .
. ,
And we will be travelling to Floresville as well, where the High School is
sponsoring a special event for the youngsters. This will be an occasion for me
to meet with the Mayor, our ~riend Roy Sanchez, and other City officials. The
Floresville High School students will be down at City Hall to exercise their efforts
in role-plaYing government officials, and it will be a fine opportunity for me t o
talk to the students about their studies in public service. We applaud Hafor
Sanchez and the city officials of Floresville for making this time availab e to
the students .
Also while in Floresville, I will meet with members of the Wilson County Pe anut
Growers to talk about the recently passed Farm Bill and its section on peanuts. The
Wilson County growers were most supportive of our efforts on the peanut program,
and William Pavliska, the President of the County Peanut Growers Association, is a
good friend whom we rook forward to seeing.
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LAREDO HOLDS WASHINGTON BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION. The 1986 Laredo celebration of
George Washington's birthday will highlight more than ever the bonds of friendsh ip
we feel with our neighbors to the South--there will be an International Bridge
ceremony on February 22nd to illustrate the way in which Laredo's festival honor s
President Jorge and at the same time a~plaudS our fraternity with Mexico. And
Laredo is a fine place to hold this ce ebrat1on--bil1ing itself as the "Gateway City. II
Your Congressman was invited to attend and we thank our friends in the
George Washington Birthday Association for asking us to come. The program runs
from February 17 through the 23rd--and in~ludes a Jalapeno Festival in Jarvis
Plaza, a concert by the Laredo Philharmonic, and the President's luncheon at
La Posada Hotel. It will be good to meet many of our old friends from Webb Coun ty
and Laredo; this is a truly unique "Sbuth Texas touch" to a traditional George
Washington birthday party.
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VISITORS FROM SOUTH TEXAS. Hon and Mrs Leonardo Camarillo of Edinburg (Mr Camari110
is a Hidalgo County Commissioner); Mr Bob Chandler, Rev George Rodriguez of McAll en;
Reynaldo Sandoval of Mercedes; Clyde Fincher & Ben MMcKibbens of Harlingen;
Mr Saul Mata of Donna; Mr Roberto Gutierrez of Pharr; Mr &Mrs Noe Cavazos &
Mr Gilberto Pena of weslaco; Miss Leslie Mainzer of Mission; Miss Carla MSaenz
of Brownsville; Mr William Watts of Rio Grande City; Mr E WCaughfield of Combes
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